Mark Moody, CEO Anglo American
20 Carlton House Terrace

London, SW1Y 5AN
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ebickham@angloamerican.co.uk
44 (0)20 7698 8637

Charles Goodyear, CEO BHP Billiton
180 Lonsdale Street

Melbourne Victoria 3000

CC: BHP Billiton USA and UK Offices
lan.B.Wood@bhpbilliton.com

61 3 9609 3015

CEO Glencore
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CH-6341 Baar, Switzerland
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May 11, 2004

Dear Sirs:

Ambassador Luis Alberto Moreno
Colombian Embassy
2118 Leroy Place, NW
Washington, DC 20008
emwas@colombiaemb.org

(202) 232 8643

Doctor Alvaro Uribe Velez
President Republic of Colombia
Casa de Narifio
Santafé de Bogota, Colombia
auribe@presidencia.gov.co

57 1 342 0592/ 57 1 337 5890

CC: Colombian Ministers for Mining,
Justice, and Public Defense

We condemn your disgraceful treatment of the communities surrounding the Cerrejon Norte coal mine in
Colombia. On April 16, 2004, armed officials, supervised by mine employees, dragged members of the Sarahita
community from their homes and then bulldozed their homes as part of the mine’s expansion. This behavior is

unacceptable.

Residents from the Wayuu indigenous community of Tamaquitos and others are under extreme pressure from the
mine to sell their land and relocate. Tamaquitos has been devastated by the mine’s expansion. The community
is finding it increasingly difficult to survive because it no longer has access to public transportation, education,

health services, or food sources.

We are extremely concerned that Tamaquitos will face a similar fate to that of Sarahita and Tabaco.
The residents of Tamaquitos have repeatedly asked to be relocated to productive agricultural land with adequate
compensation. It is your responsibility to relocate this community, according to their needs.

As you are aware, in August 2001 the Afro-Colombian community of Tabaco was forcibly relocated with no
warning. Residents were not even allowed to remove their personal belongings before their homes were
bulldozed. Now two years after the Colombian Supreme Court ordered the municipality of Hatonuevo to find
adequate land that the community of Tabaco approved of, these people remain displaced. Furthermore, some of
these displaced persons have received threats to their lives. It is urgent that the citizens of Tabaco are moved to

a site that they approve of.

Recently, the World Bank commissioned the Extractive Industries Review (EIR). This EIR calls for prior and
formal consent of communities before implementing projects. We ask that you also adopt the EIR guidelines.

We also understand that there are plans to divert for mining activities the River Rancheria, the most important
watercourse in the dry province of La Guajira. This could be tremendously damaging for many communities

which rely on its waters.

There are other environmental concerns. Communities living around the mine suffer from asthma and black lung
disease as well as water that is polluted by toxins used in the mining process. We are concerned that no action
has been taken to address these grave, long-term human health and environmental problems.

We ask that you respond to these issues as a matter of priority.

Sincerely,
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PressurePoint

Washington, DC

Chris Doran, Campaigns Coordinator

Chloe Schwabe, El Cerrejon Norte Coordinator

North Shore Colombia Solidarity Committee

Salem, Massachusetts

Amazon Watch
San Francisco, California
Kevin Koenig, Campaigns Coordinator

Pacific Environment
Rory Cox
San Francisco, CA

Jubilee USA
Morrigan Philips
Washington, DC

50 Years is Enough
Washington, DC

Soren Ambrose

Senior Policy Analyst

Professor Avi Chomsky
Salem State University
Salem, Massachusetts

Earth Rights Institute
Washington, DC
Annie Goeke, Director

Center for Economic Justice
Washington, DC

Katrina Abarcar and Basav Sen
World Bank Boycott Co-coordinators

The Center for International Policy
Adam Isacson, Director of Programs
Washington, DC

AFRODES
Marino Cordoba, Director
Washington, DC

Mining Advocacy Network
Catherine Coumans, PhD.
Research Coordinator
MiningWatch Canada

JATAM- Mining Advocacy Network

Siti Maimunah
Indonesia

Daniel Kovalik
Assistant General Counsel
United Steelworkers Association
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SOA Watch
Eric LeCompte
Washington, DC

Delhi Forum
Souparna Lahiri, Coordinator
New Delhi, India

The Corner House
Nicholas Hilyard
England

Professor Leslie Gill
American University
Washington, DC

Association Green Alternatives
Manana Kochladze
Republic of Georgia

Friends of the Earth International- COECOCeiba
Isaac Rojas- Mining Campaign
Costa Rica

Friends of the Earth International- Australia
Binnie O’Dwyer
Australia

Global Response
Denver, Colorado
Paula Palmer, Program Director

DECOIN
Carlos Zorrilla
Ecuador

Human development Center "Tree of Life"
Kalia Moldogazieva
Kyrgyz Republic

Rainforest Information Centre
Ruth Rosenhek
Lismore NSW Australia



